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Abstract: During periodic weekly visits from June, 2015 to July, 2015, Scan sampling method (Altman, 1974) was 
followed to record avian fauna of village Danoda, district Jind, Haryana (India). In village Danoda, 20 species of 
birds, namely, Acridotheres tritis, Corvus splendens, Dendrocitta vagabunda, Turdoides caudatus, Turdoides 
striatus, Phala crocorax niger, Phalacrocorax carbo, Ardeola grayii, Babulus ibis, Dendrocygna javanice, Anas 
clypeate, Haliaster indus, Povo cristatus, Columba livia, Prisyaculla krameri, Haycyon smyrnesis, Saxicola 
torquata, Passer domesticus, Acridotheres ginginianus and Pycnonotus cafer were recorded. Order Passeriformes 
have maximum percentage of species, i.e, 45% were recorded. 
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1.1. Introduction 

Biodiversity is the most fascinating aspect of 
biology. It refers to the variety and differences among 
living organisms. Biological diversity is one of the 
earth’s natural resources. Biodiversity includes 
ecosystem development, soil maintenance, 
decomposition, self purification and climate 
regulation (Hosetti, 2002). Biodiversity plays 
important environmental and developmental role 
which are very crucial to human survival but are not 
according to economic value (Khan, 1998). 

India is one of the 17 mega diversity nations in 
the world located in the tropics at the zone 
confluence of three major bio-geographic realms viz., 
the Indo-himalayan (South and South-East Asia), 
Palearctic (Europe and Northern Asia) and 
Afrotripical (Africa) realms. It has a rich 
geographical diversity and biological heritage 
comprising nearly 8100 vertebrate species including 
340 species of mammals, 1250 species of birds, 420 
species of reptiles and 142 species of amphibians 
(Saharia, 1998; Narang, 2000). 

Biodiversity has been the subject of study of 
many researchers in different regions of Haryana, 
India (Whistler 1915, 1918; Yadav and Malyavar 
1978, 1981; Gupta and Bajaj 1997; Kalsi, 1998; 
Bajaj, 2002; Tirshem, 2008; Garwa, 2008; Gupta and 
Kumar, 2009; Rai, 2011; Kumar, 2011; Kumar, 
2011). Whistler (1915, 1918) studied the birds of 
Hisar and Ambala district Haryana. Afterward, 
Yadav and Malyavar (1978, 1981), Gupta and Bajaj 
(1997), Kalsi, (1998), Bajaj (2002), Tirshem (2008), 
Garwa (2008) and Gupta and Kumar (2009) have 
reported 203 species of birds in whole of Haryana, 23 
wetland birds at Brahamsarovar (Kurukshetra), 161 
species from Kalesar wildlife sanctuary 
(Yamunanagar), 202 species of birds from four bird 

sanctuaries, 80 wetland bird species from Northern 
Haryana, 87 species from Kurukshetra and 110 
species of birds in and around Kurukshetra, 
respectively. Kumar (2014) also recorded 17 species 
of birds in Saraswati Plantation Wildlife Sanctuary. 
However, scanty information are available on 
different aspects of biodiversity in Haryana. 
Therefore, present research work was planned to 
record avian fauna of village Danoda, district Jind, 
Haryana (India). 
1.2 Study area and Methodology: 

Village Danoda (66° 31' E latitude and 39° 56' 
N longitude) is located in district Jind of Haryana 
was selected as study site (Fig. 1.1). It occupies an 
area of 10,218 acres (Fig. 1). The climate of area is 
subtropical, semi arid type and contain alkali soil. 
Annual rain fall in the area is 612 mm and average 
temperature is 33.4°C and vegetation of the village 
Danoda is categorized as “Sub–group 5B tropical 
deciduous forest”. 

During periodic weekly visits from June, 2015 
to July, 2015, Scan sampling method (Altman, 1974) 
was followed to record avian fauna of village 
Danoda, district Jind, Haryana (India) (Fig. 1.1). 
Sighted avian species was identified followed by Ali, 
2002; Garwa, 2008; Gupta and Kumar, 2008; and 
Kumar, 2014. 
1.3. Results: 

In village Danoda, 20 species of birds, namely, 
Acridotheres tritis, Corvus splendens, Dendrocitta 
vagabunda, Turdoides caudatus, Turdoides striatus, 
Phala crocorax niger, Phalacrocorax carbo, Ardeola 
grayii, Babulus ibis, Dendrocygna javanice, Anas 
clypeate, Haliaster indus, Povo cristatus, Columba 
livia, Prisyaculla krameri, Haycyon smyrnesis, 
Saxicola torquata, Passer domesticus, Acridotheres 
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ginginianus and Pycnonotus cafer were recorded 
(Table 1.1). 

Order Passeriformes have maximum percentage 
of species, i.e, 45% followed by Plecaniformes 

(20%), Anseriformes (10%) and Falconiformes, 
Galliformes, Culumbiformes, Psittaciformes, 
Coraciformes is 5% each of respectively were 
recorded. 

 
Fig. 1.1. Village Danoda, district Jind, Haryana (India). 

 

 
Fig. 1.2. Percentage wise distribution of order of prevalent avian fauna of village Danoda, district Jind, 
Haryana (India). 
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Table 1.1. Prevalent avian fauna of village Danoda, district Jind, Haryana (India). 
 
No. 

Avian species 
Local name Scientific name Order 

1 Common Myna Acridotheres tritis Passeriformes 
2 Common crow Corvus splendens Passeriformes 
3 Indian treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda Passeriformes 
4 Common babbler Turdoides caudatus Passeriformes 
5 Jungle babbler Turdoides striatus Passeriformes 
6 Little cormorant Phala crocorax niger Plecaniformes 
7 Great cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Plecaniformes 
8 Indian pond heron Ardeola grayii Plecaniformes 
9 Cattle erget Babulus ibis Plecaniformes 
10 Lesser whistlingduck Dendrocygna javanic Anseriformes 
11 Northern shoveller Anas clypeate Anseriformes 
12 Brahmini kite Haliaster Indus Falconiformes 
13 Indian pea fowl Povo cristatus Galliformes 
14 Blue rock pigeon Columba livia Culumbiformes 
15 Rose ringed parakeet Pristaculla krameri Psittaciformes 
16 White bristted kingfisher Haycyon smyrnesis Coraciformes 
17 Common stone chite Saxicola torquata Passeriformes 
18 House sparrow Passer domesticus Passeriformes 
19 Bank Myna Acridotheres ginginianus Passeriformes 
20 Red Vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer Passeriformes 
 
1.4. Discussion: 

According to Hosetti and Caplon (2001) and 
Animal Web Diversity (2012), the country is 
estimated to have over 45000 plants species and 
81000 animal species representing 7% and 6.5% of 
the world flora and fauna respectively. Aggarwal 
(2002), however, has reported about 2546 species of 
fishes, 204 species of amphibians, 446 species of 
reptiles, 1228 species of birds and 372 species of 
mammals in India. Newton et al. (1986), Tyabji 
(1994) and Bhatt and Sharma (2000) recorded a total 
number of 154 avian species belonged to 17 orders of 
53 families in Khanha Tiger Reserve, Madhya 
Pradesh; 161 avian species belonged to 18 orders of 
53 families and 70 avian species belonging to 30 
families of 14 orders in Rajaji National Park 
Uttarakhand, respectively. Similarly, Allen (2002) 
reported 107 avian species including five threatened 
species, viz., Greater Adjutant, Ferruginous Pochard, 
Jerdon’s Babbler, Black-breasted, Parrot Bill and 
Marsh Babbler in Dibru saikhowa Biosphere Reserve 
(Assam). Also, Urfi (2003) reported 302 avian 
species including three vulnerable species (Baer’s 
Pochard, Indian Skimmer and Bristled Grassbird) and 
six near threatened species (Ferruginous Pochard, 
Black-bellied Tern, Darter, Black-headed Ibis, 
Painted Stork and Black-necked Stork in protected 
area of Delhi (Okhla Barrage Bird Sanctuary). 

Earlier coworkers likes Whistler (1918) studied 
the birds of Hisar and Ambala district Haryana. 
Afterward, Yadav and Malyavar (1978, 1981), Gupta 

and Bajaj (1997), Kalsi, (1998), Bajaj (2002), 
Tirshem (2008), Garwa (2008) and Gupta and Kumar 
(2009) have reported 203 species of birds in whole of 
Haryana, 23 wetland birds at Brahamsarovar 
(Kurukshetra), 161 species from Kalesar wildlife 
sanctuary (Yamunanagar), 202 species of birds from 
four bird sanctuaries, 80 wetland bird species from 
Northern Haryana, 87 species from Kurukshetra and 
110 species of birds in and around Kurukshetra 
respectively. 

In village Danoda, 20 species of birds, namely, 
Acridotheres tritis, Corvus splendens, Dendrocitta 
vagabunda, Turdoides caudatus, Turdoides striatus, 
Phala crocorax niger, Phalacrocorax carbo, Ardeola 
grayii, Babulus ibis, Dendrocygna javanice, Anas 
clypeate, Haliaster indus, Povo cristatus, Columba 
livia, Prisyaculla krameri, Haycyon smyrnesis, 
Saxicola torquata, Passer domesticus, Acridotheres 
ginginianus and Pycnonotus cafer were recorded. 

Chopra et al. (2014) 149 avian species 
belonging to 40 families of 15 orders, namely, 
Podicipediformes, Pelecaniformes, Ciconiiformes, 
Anseriformes, Falconiformes, Galliformes, 
Gruiiformes, Charadriiformes, Columbiformes, 
Psittaciformes, Cuculiformes, Strigiformes, 
Apodiformes, Coraciiformes and Passeriformes 
(maximum 62 species) in Sultanpur National Park. 
Kumar (2014) recorded maximum percentage of 
avian species in order Passeriformes (35%) then in 
Plecaniformes (23%), Anseriformes (12%) followed 
by 6% in each of Falconiformes, Galliformes, 
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Culumbiformes, Psittaciformes and Coraciformes in 
Saraswati Plantation Wildlife Sanctuary and 
maximum percentage of avian species in order 
Passeriformes (35%) then 13% in each of 
Plecaniformes and Anseriformes followed by 7% in 
each of Galliformes, Culumbiformes, Psittaciformes, 
Coraciformes and least of 6% in order Falconiformes 
were recorded in Bir Sonty Reserve Forest. Similarly, 
in the present study Order Passeriformes have 
maximum percentage of species, i.e, 45% followed 
by Plecaniformes (20%), Anseriformes (10%) and 
Falconiformes, Galliformes, Culumbiformes, 
Psittaciformes, Coraciformes is 5% each of 
respectively were recorded in village Danoda, district 
Jind, Haryana (India). 
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