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Abstract: domestic violence is one of social problems in some families imposed on women by men. Domestic 
violence as a social issue and medical problems can seriously threat societal health and structure. Although, 
domestic violence is common in all communities, in poorer and more traditional societies with lower socioeconomic 
status it shows greater prevalence and severity. The present research aims at study of domestic violence and some 
related factors among women in Ilam city in 2011. This research is a type of descriptive-analytical study with multi-
stage stratified sampling method. That is, on map city Ilam was divided into three graphically upper, central and 
lower regions. Then, randomly some streets and were selected then a family was randomly selected from among 
these streets and alleys. After, other families were regularly entered the study. The standardized questionnaires of 
domestic violennce besides interview were research instrument for collecting the data. The data analysis indicate 
that overall prevalence of violence is 56%, 196 subjects out of 350. Also, mental-psychological violence with 60 %, 
physical violence 2.30% and sexual valance 4.24 % were the most common forms of violence respectively. 
Considering other variables, a statistically meaningful relationship was observed between women’s education 
(p<0.003), marriage age (p<0.02), number of children( p<0.03), women’s job( p<0.01), husband’s education 
(p<0.04)and husband’s commitment to moral principles( p<0.01) and prevalence of violence. Domestic violence 
against women in Ilam is highly prevalent and several different factors affect on it, therefore, serious actions must be 
performed in order to prevent negative social consequences of domestic violence.  
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1. Introduction 

In field of study and research, family is a 
multifaceted reality in a way that it can be 
approached to from various dimensions. One of 
family problems is a matter of concern for social 
investigators, sociologists and psychologist is 
violence in family or men’s violence against women 
[1]. The term domestic violence refers to all family 
maltreatments such as woman abuse, sexual violence 
and a few other terms. Generally speaking, domestic 
violence can be defined as a series of behaviors the 
individual adapt for controlling other person’s 
behaviors and emotions. For instance, expression of 
extreme jealousy behavior and intimidation, which 
move the victim to loneliness and isolation. This 
condition, allows the aggressor to get used to 
controlling other family members.  

Women, generally, are victims of domestic 
violence. Shekrter and Genli [1995) introduced one 
of the most comprehensive description of domestic 
violence. They stated that domestic violence includes 
aggressive and repressive behaviors such as physical, 
sexual and mental attacks as well as imposing 
economic restrictions by any young or mature person 

against the other person he/she is closely interacting 
with [2].  

One of the most common forms of violence 
against women is violence that takes place by the 
husband or an intimate man. It is a true reality that 
victim women are those who in addition to having an 
emotional relation are economically dependent to 
those men, which in turn significantly affect on 
possible abuse or mistreatment. In all countries, in 
spite of social, economic, religious and cultural 
differences, husband’s violence against their wives is 
common. In a demographical survey was globally 
conducted, between 10 to 69% of women reported 
that have been sexually abused by at least their 
husbands or one of intimate men in their family [3].  

 Social consequences of violence against 
women in family like other psychological disasters 
cover a wide range of social problem. The impact of 
violence on children can be observed either directly 
(the effect of couples fight that children watch it) or 
indirectly( mother beats the child to get mentally 
discharged). Moreover, consequences of violence for 
children can appear in conditions like childe 
mistreatment, not addressing children, children abuse 
or violence against children [4].meanwhile, structural 
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elements including age, sex, socio-economic status 
and race are known as the predictor factors of 
violence. Studies on violence factors have indicated 
that violence occurs mostly in age groups 18 to 30 
years old [5] and men are more frequently commit 
physical violence against their wives [6].  

Socio-economic status, too, is recognized as 
one of significant structural factors in incidence of 
violence. In fact, prevalence of violence in low 
income families is greater than its occurrence in rich 
families. Strauss in an investigation proved that 
probability that violence takes place among women is 
higher in below the poverty line families than those 
in well-off families [7]. 

Studies also show that the percentage of 
women were abused within last twelve months 
ranged from 3% and lower in Australia, Canada and 
U.S.A to 27% in Leon, Nicaragua among women 
who have had a continuous sexual relation with the 
aggressor to 38% of Korean married women, 52% of 
Palestinian married women in western bank and the 
Gaza strip. For most of these women, husband’s 
physical violence in addition to his sexual abuse is an 
integral part of husband’s violence [3].  

In a study aimed at examination of violence 
among Tehrani families showed that factors lead to 
occurrence of violence among men and women 
include: frigidity 25% in men and 65% in women, 
severe controlling of the mate 10% in men and 75% 
in women, lack any verbal interaction, lack of 
cooperation in house chores, and the mate’s 
insouciance toward religious issues [8].  

Azami in a research showed that 56% of 
women aged 20 to 30 years old and 84% were 
housewife. Considering frequency of physical 
harassment, 16.7% of women were physically abused 
2 to 3 times a month and 50% of them reacted to the 
husband’s violence pure forgiveness [9].  

Qare Baghi (2001) in an investigation 
indicated that number of battered women who 
referred to the forensic was smaller than the observed 
group that could be due to complaining of victims 
with higher education [10]. Another factor for 
incidence of violence can rest in instable economic 
conditions and making decisions which consequently 
end to family crisis. Some other studies proved the 
relation of such variables with increase of violence 
[11].  

Moreover, higher education of women and 
family income affect on rate of men violence. Indeed, 
in socially and economic low status families, 
occurrence of violence can act as a compensatory 
mechanism is displayed by men in response to family 
tension and conflict [12]. Ezazi in her study found 
that low income augments probability of occurring 

violence. Though, violence shows a direct correlation 
with men and women depression [13].  

In a national survey in 28 capital cities of 
Iran provinces, in 66% of the studied families women 
had at least experienced violence once in their marital 
life. In 30% of families the physical violence is 
severe and critical and in 10% of families violence 
has left temporary or permanent injuries [14].  

An investigation on factors influential on 
wife abuse among women referred to forensic centers 
in Karaj in 2005 performed by Shabani and 
colleagues showed that no correlation exists between 
woman’s job and wife abuse. In fact, most of wife 
abuse is more evident among self-employed men. 
Being uninterested, having no moral understanding as 
well as polygamy influence wife abuse. Also, wife 
abuse correlates with history of committing other 
crimes among men and this indicates that wife abuse 
shapes under the influence of other crimes.  

Commitment to religious issues among men 
contributes to decrease of violence against women. 
Economic poverty of the family in-law again 
increases wife abuse. Lack of family independence, 
heading someone else outside the family by the 
husband, having, mental-psychological problems and 
addition augments wife abuse [15]. Taking all 
together, identification of social- psychological 
factors are effective on incidence of violence seems 
necessary in order to provide some useful solutions 
for hindering its occurrence and decreasing its 
consequences.  

 
2. Methodology 

The population consists of married women 
living in Ilam city. Through multistage cluster 
sampling, the samples were selected. Using the map, 
Ilam city was divided into three high, middle and 
down areas and based on existing blocks in these 
areas it was specified how many streets and alleys 
should be randomly selected. Then, by addressing 
each family and identifying the married women, the 
questionnaires were distributed.  

Finally, 350 married women were selected. 
After, the participants were asked to fill 
questionnaires containing demographic, domestic 
violence and mental health items (GHQ-28). Finally, 
through SPSS software and Chi-square, T-test and 
ANOVA the data were analyzed. some other factors 
that respondents did not participate in the study 
invaded unwillingness to cooperation, living apart at 
time of study, not residing in urban areas and 
irregular and random referral to the selected medical 
centers.  

For collecting the required data, a 
questionnaire was used. it was divided into two parts: 
a) items related to the demographical characteristics 
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of participants with 14 questions and b) information 
related to occurrence of violence with 7 questions 
about emotional violence, 9 items about physical 
violence, 3 items about sexual violence and 13 items 
about consequence of domestic violence and 
participants’ reaction against the husband’s abuse.  

Items associated to measurement of different 
types of domestic violence include physical, 
psychological –mental and sexual harassment besides 
consequences of violence in the victim women. The 
questionnaire is a researcher-made one was designed 
through reviewing reference books, similar studies in 
this area as well as adjusting with socio-cultural 
conditions of Ilam. The content validity of the 
questionnaire, also, was confirmed. That is, by 
distribution of 10 questionnaires among university 
faculty and doing some modifications on it the final 
version was prepared. To test the questionnaire 
reliability, test-retest method was performed in a pilot 
study sample m which the Chronbach’s alpha 
achieved α= 0.90.  

 
3. Findings 

The data analysis shows that general 
prevalence of violence is up to 56%( 196 subjects) 
out of 350 participants. Furthermore, prevalence of 
mental-psychological violence is 60%, physical 
violence 2.30% and sexual violence 4.24 % (Table 
1).  
Table 1: Frequency distribution of some factor 
relevant to physical violence against women and their 
reaction after violence 

 
Frequency Percentage 

Bone Fracture 9 6.4 

Visit to the clinic or 
hospital 

15 7.7 

Dizziness 25 8.12 

Bruising rally 10 1.5 

Lawyer 4 2 

Court 5 5.2 

Police force 3 5.1 

Dropouts and 
turnover 

2 1 

Unpaid leave 4 2 

Sick leave 1 0.05 

 
The table 2 indicates that in lower educated 

participants, more violence and wife abuse were 
common. In a way that, the highest rate of violence 
relate happened about uneducated and below diploma 
and the lower rate of violence was among women 
with education level higher than bachelor. The 

statistical tests, Chi-square, and Spearman coefficient 
proved the strong relationship among these variables 
(P=0.001).  

 
 

 
Figure 1: Frequency distribution of Different age 
groups 

 
 

 
Figure 1: Frequency distribution based on education 

 
 

Table 2: Frequency distribution of violence based on 
education 
 Violence 
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Incidence of 
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No incidence 
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Total 

n
u

m
b

er
 

p
er

ce
n

ta
ge

 

n
u

m
b

er
 

p
er

ce
n

ta
ge

 

n
u

m
b

er
 

p
er

ce
n

ta
ge

 

Uneducated 20 58 15 42 35 100 
Below 
Diploma 

70 66.6 35 33.3 105 100 

Diploma 76 58.9 53 41.1 129 100 
Associate 
Degree 

55 62.8 45 37.2 40 100 

Bachelor 20 57.1 15 42.9 35 100 
Above 
Bachelor 

1 20 4 80 5 100 

Total 209 62 140 38 249 100 
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Table 3: Relationship between mental health, sex and 
marital status with violence 

 

In
d

ep
en

d
en

t 
v

ar
ia

b
le

 

m
ea

n 

sd
  

S
ta

n
d

ar
d

 
er

ro
r 

 

P
-v

al
u

e 

Violence 

Incidence 
of 

violence 
44.5 3.706 

 
1.061 

0.002 No 
incidence 

of 
violence 

37.5 5.680 
 

2.052 

Living with 
parents 

yes 39.5 4.562 
2.050 

 
0.184 

no 41.7 6.534 
 

4.042 

marital status 
married 35.5 1.441 

 
1.038 

0.001 
single 39.5 2.487 

 
1.037 

 
Considering the relationship between mental 

health and violence, living with parents and, marital 
status, t-student test was used. According to this test, 
there is a meaningful relationship between mental; 
health and violence. Also, mental health in either 
group single and married group shows a meaningful 
relation. This means that mental health in married 
subjects is greater than the single. But, there is no 
such meaningful difference among mental health 
score in condition of living with parents. 

 
Table 4: Frequency distribution of violence based on 
marriage time 

 Violence 
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Time 

Incidence 
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No 
incidence 
of violence 

Total 
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Less than 
5 years 

75 62.5 45 37.5 120 100 

6-10 
years 

62 62.6 37 37.4 99 100 

11- 15 
years 

38 58.5 27 41.5 65 100 

15-20 
years 

17 73.9 6 26.1 23 100 

20-30 
years 

15 55.5 12 44.5 27 100 

Over 30 
years 

5 38.4 8 61.6 13 100 

Total 206 62 128 38 334 100 

Chi-square test indicates that a meaningful 
relationship exists among prevalence of violence 
against women and years of marriage (P<0.2). 
Therefore, shorter time they are married, prevalence 
of violence is lower. That is, among participants most 
of wife abuse I occurs against women their marriage 
period was shorter than 15-20 years. However, in 
subjects with over 30 year marriage an exception was 
observed (they showed the least wife abuse).  
 
Table 5: Frequency distribution of violence based on 
husband’s addiction 
 violence 
  
 
 
 
Husband’s 
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Incidence of 
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No incidence 
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Total 
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 Yes 4 58 3 42 7 100 
No 195 69 122 31 307 100 
I don’t know 12 86 2 14 14 100 
I’d not like to 
answer 

5 84 1 16 6 100 

total 206 62 128 38 344 100 

 
With regard to Chi-square test, women who 

were unwilling to answer the questions or were 
unaware about their husbands’ addiction were more 
in risk of wife abuse. So, this disparity is statistically 
meaningless (P >4.0).  

 
Table 6: Frequency distribution of violence based on 
husband’s income 
 Violence 

  
Husband’s 
income 

Incidence of 
violence 

No incidence 
of violence 

Total 
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Less than 
150000toman 

33 72 13 28 46 100 

150000-300000 
tomans 

109 63 65 27 174 100 

300000-500000 
tomans 

48 57 37 43 85 100 

More than 
500000 

16 56 
 

23 44 39 100 

total 206 128 
 

128 38 344 100 

 
According to the table, Chi-square test 

results show that the largest rate of wife abuse is 
against women with income less than 
100,000tomans. that is, by regular increase of 
income, wife abuse is decreased, but this difference is 
statistically meaningless ( P>3.0).  
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Chi-square test indicates that the disparity 
among mean of different groups of the above tables, 
frequency of being abused, is statically 
meaningless(P>0.05). 

For multivariate analysis of violence, the 
logistic regression test was adapted. That is, 
meaningful or near to meaningful variables in the 
monovariate test were entered the logistic model. 
Considering the previous tables results, all variables 
except education were meaningful.  

 
Table 7: Frequency distribution of violence based on 
type of house 
 violence 
  
house 
ownershi
p 

Incidence of 
violence 

No incidence 
of violence 

Total 

num
ber 

percen
tage 

num
ber 

percen
tage 

num
ber 

percen
tage 

personal 138 63 84 37 222 100 
rental 55 62 37 38 94 100 
organizat
ional 

9 45 11 55 20 100 

Other 7 87 1 13 8 100 
total 206 62 128 38 344 100 

 
Table 8: Logistic regression of violence with 
independent variables 

 
frequency percentage 

Bone 
Fracture. 

9 6.4 

Visit to the 
clinic or 
hospital 

15 7.7 

Dizziness 25 8.12 

Bruising 
rally 

10 1.5 

Lawyer 4 2 

Court 5 5.2 

Police force 3 5.1 

Dropouts and 
turnover 

2 1 

Unpaid leave 4 2 

Sick leave 1 0.05 

 
4. Discussion and Conclusion 

The data analysis results indicate that 
general prevalence of violence is 56% (196) out of 
350 subjects. Also, prevalence of psychological-
mental is 60%, physical violence 2.30% and sexual 
violence 4.24%. Therefore, similar to the previously 
performed studies in this area, the present research 
findings, too, represent some data on wife abuse and 
domestic violence in one of vulnerable (culturally-
socially) regions of Iran. Reviewing other studies 

indicate that there is a huge difference between Iran 
and other parts of the world in recorded figures on 
violence. 

 As Mousavi and Eshaghian’ s study in 
Isfahan shows that prevalence of violence is 36.8% 
and probability of its incidence 29.3%, in Khoram 
Abad the general prevalence is 91.9%, in Ravansar in 
Kermanshah the mentalviolence prevalence is 
recorded as 88% ad sexual 76%. Also, in Smenan and 
Shahmirzad the emotional violence is 63.7% and 
verbal violence as 43.3%.  

Jahanfar and colleagues understood that 
prevalence of violence in Tehran is 60.6%. 
Moreover, Salhi and Mehr Alian reached a 67.5% 
record of violence in Shar-e Kord.  

Similarly, Ghahari and colleagues in 
Tonekabon realized that prevalence of violence is 
93.6% including sexual violence 42%, emotional 
violence 91% and physical violence 55% [33). 
Jokar’s investigation in Yasouj and Qom recorded a 
78.4% rate of violence prevalence [34]. In 
Esfandiari’s study rate of mental violence was 
understood as 99.5% and physical 91.5% which is a 
rate above recorded violence in Tehran province[37]. 

 The results of different investigations also 
state effectiveness of many environmental, social 
cultural and economic variables on incidence and 
prevalence of domestic violence, this disparity is 
observable in studies of other countries. Moraes and 
coleagues, physical violcne was reported as 33.8%, 
mental violnce 78.3% and sexual vionce as 
15.6%[41]. 

 Ellsberg(2000) investigation on physical 
violence it was stated as 52%. In addition, 21% of 
victims had been exroenced trhee types of violvmec 
[3]. Rhatour conducted a study in New Delhi reported 
the rate of viokence in pregnancy 21% [40]. The 
World Helath Orgaization researc reported the rate of 
violence prevalnce in 15 regions around the world. 
According to this report, prevalce of violce in all 15 
regions within 12 countries fluctuated fron 15% to 
71%[38].  

Hence, it is evident that Ilam has its own 
unique conditions. Here, women are under the 
influence of their local beliefs and values and identify 
themselves the second sex. As a result, they respond 
to these cultural restrictions in form of heinous 
reaction of self-burning, which require the need for 
further investigations.  

The cultural background or sub-cultural 
interpretation is one of fundamental factors in 
violence against women. Dominance of patriarchal 
relations, tolerance of violence by women and 
women's violence experience in their family in 
childhood, is clearly evident in Ilam, can be a ground 
for incidence and prevalence of violence. As Ahmadi 
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found out that more women hold a passive view 
about their role, acceptance of violence will increase 
[26].  

Furthermore, tendency to have boy rather 
than girl child among Ilami citizens can b realized as 
another reason for doing further investigation about 
wife abuse in Ilam. Jewks (2002) studied this 
tendency as one of cultural grounds for domestic 
violence in Southern Africa [48,24,18]. Herbert and 
Fitcjbeck, also carried an investigation on domestic 
violence in different cultures, introduced this 
problems as a cultural phenomenon[58].  

Ahmadi in a study in Ravan sar city, 
Kermanshah, asserted that by increase of women’s 
cultural capital as well as economic independency, 
they will less experience violence. In this research, 
too, culture had a fundamental role in prevalence of 
violence [26].  

In their qualitative research, Ponaghi and 
colleagues investigation most of women believed that 
cultural problems and dominance of patriarchal 
culture is the chief cause of wife abuse[38]. 
Similarly, answering this question what group of men 
commit violence, most of respondents answered that 
most of men who do wife abuse had observed their 
fathers’ wife abuse [38]. 

 Therefore, some cultural variables in 
addition to socio-economic factors in Ilam province 
can be regarded as fundamental factors and risk 
factors for prevalence of wife abuse. Irrational 
obligation in how to wear, what to wear, preventing 
from wife’s employment, education and unacceptable 
restrictions in social relations, obligation in sexual 
relations when the woman is unready, are among 
these cultural characteristics. Besides, the role of 
personal and social characteristics of Ilami women 
should not be ignored. The victim woman is one who 
culture teaches her not to complain, and being shy is 
a merit. These issues, thus, have made women highly 
vulnerable. on the other hand, the aggressor man is 
one who culture trains him it’s his quite natural right 
that his wife obeys him and violence, sometimes, 
warns his wife about necessity of a powerful 
management in family.  

In this study prevalence of violence against 
15-19 year old women was above 80% and more than 
other groups. But Chi-square and Pearson’s 
correlation coefficient tests showed that this relation 
is statistically meaningless ( P>0.01). ( Table 4 
through 17). High prevalence of violence among very 
young women in Malek Shahi’s study confirmed this 
result in Khoram Abad[17]. Also, Ghahari’s research 
found a correlation between couples’ age and 
violence. In Babol, Bakhtiari and Omid Bakhsh’s 
study [39] discovered a meaningful relation between 
personal characteristics of women and violence. In 

Bradford et al research, young mothers were tolerated 
harassment more than others [43].  

However, many other studies like Saberian 
in Semnan [30], Salehi and Mehr Alian in Shahr 
Kord [32], Jokar in Yasouj[34], Nazparvar [13], 
Motevali Emami in Karaj [35], Aziz Zadeh in 
Sanandaj [36] and Esfandiari et al in Tehran [37] 
similar to the current study found no meaningful 
relationship between prevalence of violence and 
women’s age. The current reseahc data analysis 
indicated that low educated or uneducated women ( 
76.6 % and 70% respectively)experience high degree 
of wife abuse. Chi-square test showed that there is a 
meaningful relationship between prevalence of 
violence and women’s level of education ( p<0.01).  

It is evident that level of education work as 
an important factor in women’s awareness about their 
own rights, increase of self-confidence, denial of 
absolute directorate of men and achieving economic 
independency that can, also, prevent from increase of 
wife abuse. The results of most of previously 
performed studies on domestic violence confirm this, 
either. The finding of the present research is in 
accordance with Ahmadi, Saberian, Jokar, Aziz 
zadeh, Bakhtiari and Omidbakhsh as well as Moraes 
and Reichem in Brazil, and Leung et al in China[59]. 
Although in Salehi and Mehr Alian invesitgation in 
Shahr Kord [32] and Naparvar ( 1979)[13] this 
relation was absent. In this stuy, violance was more 
common among women with bachelor degree 42.1% 
and women with education higher than bacheler 50%.  

In terms of husband’s education and 
violence, the results indicated that women with 
uneducated husbands (73% prevalence) or lower than 
diploma (prevalence 79.9%) more than others 
experienced harassment (Tables 4-25). As Table 4-25 
shows with a regular product, through increase of the 
husband’s education, prevalence of violence and wife 
abuse decreased among subjects. That is to say, 
women with highly educated husbands tolerated least 
degree of violence (30.4%). Chi-square and 
Pearson’s correction coiffing tests showed that there 
is a meaningfully reverse relation between prevalence 
of violence and husband’s education among women 
(P=0.000). this, therefore can be due to the reasons 
about the relationship between wife’s education and 
husband’s violence.  

This result is the same as other previously 
performed studies in Iran like Aziz zadeh (2000) in 
Kordestan, Saverian in Semnan (2003), Ghahari 
(2003) in Tonekabon, Malek Shahi (2001) in Khoram 
Abad, Jo kar (2003) in Yasouj, but in contrast with 
Salehi and Mejr Alain (2003) in Shahr Kord, and 
Nazparvar (1996). Moraes and Reichem in Brazil 
[41], and Leung et al in China, accordingly found a 
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correlation between culture and mate’s education 
with prevalence of violance.  

 In the present paper, the age of marriage in 
most of samples were 15 to 24 ( 77.8 subjects), 
however, 12 subjects were married over 30 years old 
( 3.6%) and 25 subjects (7.5%) had an age of 
marriage below 15 years old. in subjects with 
marriage age of 15, prevalence of violence was 76%, 
but with a relatively gradual process by increase of 
marriage age, lesser violence was observed. that is, 
those who were married over 25 years old, had 
experienced less violence (41%). The Chi-Square test 
showed that there is a meaningful relationship 
between violence and age of marriage ( P=0.000). 

Omid bakhsh and Bakhtiari’s study showed, 
too, a correlation between violence and age of 
marriage. According to them, less prevalence of 
violence among women with higher age of marriage 
can be in association with better management of 
financial resources, rationalism, prevention from 
irrational emotions and probably higher education of 
couples. On the other hand, increase of violence 
among young pairs can be due to lack of necessary 
skills for their role in family. Saberinan, similarly, 
found a meaningful relation between physical and 
financial violence with age of marriage in Semnan.  

Regarding the time of marriage and violence 
the data analysis results indicate that there is a 
relationship among them. This means that, by 
increase of marriage time, more violence is recorded. 
These findings, however, oppose previous studies 
results [32,33,13,39]. Lower violence among younger 
couples can be attributed to higher level of women’s 
awareness about their own rights and not submitting 
to violence or at least resistance against the 
husband’s violence. Since, in the current paper, the 
young women were mostly employed and highly 
educated.  

Another result in the present research, was 
the relation between number of children with 
violence.in a way that subjects with no child (41%) 
had faced with the lowest violence and women with 
more than 7 children experienced the greatest rate of 
violence (80%) in comparison to other groups. 
having many children is a characteristics of lower 
social and cultural classes that could be considered as 
one of background factors in incidence of violence. 
Moraes and Reichem[41], Leung et al [51], Saberian 
in Semnan [30] and Ahmadi in Ravan Sar [24] 
confrm the current reseach results in this area.  

 As is shown in results, the housewife 
women were faced with higher violence compared to 
employed women (66% vs. 48%). This indicates, 
thereof, the significance of women’s economic 
independency as one of principle factors in 
occurrence of violence against women. Mohamadin 

in his article “Ilami youths, today’s challenges and 
future life”, reported the economic factors such as 
insufficient income, family income and 
unemployment as reasons to depression and 
consequently suicide [56]. In most of previous 
investigation in this field, similar results were 
achieved [31,37,30,16,59]. But in Coker et al 
investigation [60] in U.S.no such meaningful 
relationship was discovered between violence and 
women’s employment.  

Ahmadi’s study in Ravan sar showed that 
women with higher economic status encountered 
with less violence. As Ahmadi said, outside work and 
employment for women can benefit them in different 
levels and protection against wife abuse. Indeed, in 
personal level it leads to increase of confidence and 
taking a relative choice right and as a result economic 
independency. Women’s employment also, could 
modify patriarchal space in family and bring 
opportunities for women to seek equilibrium and civil 
rights.  

Investigating the relationship between 
couples’ kinship, the current research findings show 
that women married with a kin experienced a 
relatively smaller violence versus women with other 
men. This could be because of more women’s family 
as a result of family communications as well as a 
balance level of cultural elements among two 
families. Ponaghi and colleagues’ research proved 
that abused women were those who had lower family 
support and as such, had lower self-confidence and 
feared from after divorce conditions. However, the 
disparity is slight and not a matter to be tested 
statistically ( P>0.4). MaleksHahi’s paper in Khoram 
Aba, also, found a relation between type of marriage 
with violence (17).  

In the current research, it was understood 
that women who are living with their family in –law 
were faced with greater violence than those who live 
apart ( 67% vs. 59.5%). But this disparity was also 
meaningless (P>01). In Bakhtiari and Omid Bakhsh 
study, in Babol, women who were living with their 
family in-law were more abused. Malekshahi’s 
research similarly achieved this result in Khoram 
Abad. Since living with family-in law in most of 
modern countries is disappeared, this factor was not 
considered in most of other studies. But, in the 
present research, 27.8% of samples were living with 
their family in-law.  
 
*Corresponding author at: Walieh Menati 
 Prevention of Psychosocial Injuries Research Center, 
 Ilam university of Medical Sciences, Ilam, Iran. 
Tel: +98 9188412938. Fax: +98 8413342887 
E-mail address: waliehmenati@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:waliehmenati20@yahoo.com


Life Science Journal 2013;10(3)                                                       http://www.lifesciencesite.com 

 

1443 

 

 
References 
[1] Jazayeri, A.,Salavati, M.” social policy and family”, 

quarterly of social welfare, third year, pp.233-234.  
[2] Ellsberg Mary, Pena Rodalfo, Herrea, Andres, 

Liljestr, jerker and winkvist. candies in hell ; women’s 
Esurience of violence in Nicaragua. Social science & 
Medicine, Volume 5. Issue II, December 2000, 
pages:1595-1610. 

[3] Diop Nafissatou, Jacquelyn C, Becker S. Domestic 
violence against women in Egypt – wife beating and 
health outcomes. social science & medicine, vol 62, 
Issue 5, 2006, pp:1260-1277. 

[4] Health.H.(1975), Battering during pregnancy, 
American journal of Nurssing 86:910-13. 

[5] Thampson Meyer BA, Omith – Fijuliok, Caplaw,MP, 
Maiuro RD, Thampson DC, Thampsonetal Thampson. 
A treating program to improve domestic violence, 
dentification and management in primary care : 
prelementary result :volence vict,1998 witer,13(4),3. 

[6] Abol Maali, K.,aberi, L., Banat, M.,” women mental 
health”, Carlson Kerl, 1st edition, Tehran, Salavan 
publication, 2000, p.85.  

[7] Stalker CA, Fry RA, Camparison of short – term 
group and individgal threrapy for sexually abused 
women, can j psychiatry,1999. p:168-174. 

[8] Brwnl, “ Family violence, Hidden secrets, wife abuse 
“, nurs BC,1992,Mar –April ; 24(2) :13-15. 

[9] Kardovani, A.” children and teens’ reaction toward 
domestic violence and necessity of protecting them, 
journal of forensic, 2000, 6th year, No.19, pp.68-74.  

[10] Haffa A. Battered women ; intervention and 
prevention. A psycosociocultural perspective. part2. 
JAM A cad nurs pract, 1997, jan –feb 5(1):34-9. 

[11] frost FM, health visitors perception of domestic 
violence :the previate nature of problem. J Adv 
nurse,1999 sep,30(3): 589-96). 

[12] Nazparvar, B., “ wife abuse” journal of women’s 
research, No.3, Spring 2002, pp.25-40 

[13] Jamshid Zadeh, F. and colleagues, “ rate of suicide 
and committing suicide in Ilam”, 1994-2001, quarterly 
of social welfare, year 3, No. 12, 2004, pp.325-345.  

[14] Women’s freedom, problems, analyses, and events, 
Alvidirin, translated by Afshang Maqsoudi, Tehran: 
Gol Azin publication, 1st edition, 2001, pp.24-52.  

[15] Eftekhari, A., “ violence ans society”, Tehran: Safir 
publication, 1st edition, 1999, pp.17-20.  

[16]  Malekshahi, F.,Farhafi, A. “ evaluation of rate of wife 
abuse and its effective factors among married women 
under surveillance of medical centers of Khoram 
Abad ( 2001)”, quarterly of mental health principles. 
Especial editorial, No. 1, July 2004, pp.103-112.  

[17] WWW.Ashian.com, quated by “ Gol-e Sahra book”, 
written by Varis Deiri, UN agent for women’s right, 
translated by Shahla filsoufi and Khorshid Najafi.  

[18] Ahmadi Khorasani, N., “ the second sex”, Vol. 8, 
Tehran: Nashr-e Tose publication, 1st edition, 2000, 
pp.73-76.  

[19]  Moazemi, S.,” criminology of domestic violence and 
wife murder in Sistan and Blouchestan”, journal of 
women researches, second period, 2004, pp.39-53.  

[20]  Schmuel Esther, Joseph G.Violence against women: 
The physicians roll. European journal of obstetrics & 
Gynecology and reproductive biology, vol 80, 
Issu2,1998 ;pp:239-245.http: // ashain.com 

[21] Hou w-L, wang HH, choung HH, Domestic violence 
against women in Taiwan : their life –threating 
situation, post traumatic response and psychological 
symptoms. interventional of nursing studies,42(2005) 
629-636.www.unicef.org 

[22] Ahmadi Khorasani, N., “women’s season” ( artic;es), 
Tose pub;ication, 3rd edition. 

[23] Mousavi, M., Eshghian,A. “ study of wife abuse in 
married women of Isfahan in 2002”, www. 
Magiran.com, journal of forensic, pp.41-48.  

[24]  Ahmadi, F.. study of wife abuse in Ravansar in 
Kermanshah ( 2005), www. Rahman-hatefi.com 

[25] Saberian, M., Atash Nafas, E., Behnaz, B., “ study of 
rate of domestic violence prevalence among women 
referred to medical centers in Semnan (2003), journal 
of Medical Sciences of Semnan, Vol. 6, No. 2, 2003, 
pp. 115-121.  

[26] Jahanfar, S. Malek Zadeh, A., Jmashidi, R., “ study of 
domestic violence prevalence among pregnant women 
referred to Iran medical sciences hospital, quarterly of 
Iran’s nursing, ear 15 and 16, No. 32 and 33, winter 
2002, Spring 2003, pp. 93-99. 

[27]  Salehi, S, Mehr Alai, H., “study of prevalence and 
type of domestic violence in pregnant women referred 
to medical centers in Shahr Kord, 2003, journal of 
medical sciences Shahr Kord, period 8, No. 20, 2006, 
pp. 72-77.  

[28] Ghahramani, A., Vahid, M., Yousefi, H., “ study of 
rate of wife abuse among students of Islamic Azad 
university at tonekabon branch, year 2003, journal of 
medical sciences of Mazandaran, period 15, No. 50, 
2005, pp. 83-89.  

[29] Jo kar, A., “ study of prevalence of mistreatment and 
some effective factors on women referred to medical 
centers of Yasouj, 2003.  

[30] Motevali, M, “ study of distribution of wife abuse in 
Karaj in years 1999-2000. summary of articles 
presented in national conference on health in family, 
faculty of midwifery, October, 2001, p. 30.  

[31] Gh Azizedeh, A,wife battering : A prospective study 
in an Iranian city, Annals of Epidemiology, vol 12, 
Issu7, 2002, PP:525.Shmas Esfandiari, H., Emami 
pour, S. Sadr al-Sadat, J., “ wife abuse and the 
effective factors,” www.SID.ir, 2004, pp.30-36.  

[32]  Ponaghi, L., Ghahari, S., Yousefi, H., “ violence 
against wife and the effective factors from victims’ 
viewpoint”, a qualitative study, quarterly of family 
researches, year 2, No. 7, fall, 2006.  

[33] Bakhtiari, A., Omid bakhsh, N., “ comparative study 
of reasons and signs of violence agansit women in 
family of those referred to forensic center of Babol, 
2001, “, quarterly of medical sciences university of 
Kermanshah, year 7, No.4, winter 2003, pp.28-35.  

[34]  Seif Rabie, M., Ramazani, f., Rahmati, Z., “ wife 
abuse and the effective factors “, www.SID.ir 

[35]  Moraes Ch, Reichem heim ME. Domestic violence 
during pregnancy in Rio dejaniro, Brazil. International 

http://www.unicef.org/
http://www.sid.ir/


Life Science Journal 2013;10(3)                                                       http://www.lifesciencesite.com 

 

1444 

 

journal of Gynecology and obstetrics, vol 79, Issu 29, 
2002, pp:296-277. 

[36]  Mereno CG, janson Henvica, Rlsberg Marg, ect. 
prevalence of intimate partner violence: finding from 
WHO multi – country study on womens health and 
domestic violence htt document, available at : www. 
Thelancet.com, vol 368, october2006, pp:1260-1269. 

[37] Brad ford D, Gessner MD, Katherine A. Experience 
of violence among teenage mothers in Alaska, journal 
of Adolescent Health. vol 22, Issu5,May 1998,pp:383-
388. 

[38] Muthal – Rothor A, Tripathi R; Arora A. Domestic 
violence against pregnant women inter viewed at 
hospital in New Dehli, International journal of 
Gynecology and obstetrics. vol 76, 
Issue1,2002,PP:83-85. 

[39] Diaz –olavarieta C, Eletsonbc, Paza F, ponce de 
leones, Alarcons D.Prevalence of battering among 
1780 out patient at international medicine institution 
in Mexico, social sience & Medicine vol 55, Issue 9, 
2002, PP:1589-1602. 

[40] Mohamad Khani, p. Rezaei Doghameh, A., 
Mohamamdi, M., “ rebalance of domestic violence 
pattern, committing or experiencing 5, No. 21, 
summer 2006, pp.205-225.  

[41] Our najaf, H., “ study of social, political, cultural 
situation of 15-49 year old women I urban areas of 
Ilam, journal of Ilam culture, No. 11 and 12, fall and 
winter 2002, pp.99-109.  

[42] Najme Johari, “women and politics in Turkey”, 
translated by Sonia Ghafari,www. Magiran.com., No. 
427.  

[43] Motamedi, M., “supporting women against violence, 
Tehran: Barg-e Zeytoon publication, 2000, pp.155-
157.  

[44] Alsan, M., “criminology of sexual violence against 
women”, quarterly of social; welfare, year 5, No. 21, 
summer 2006, pp.141-165.  

[45]  Mikaeili, N., Sorkhi Ahmadi, F., “violence against 
women” conference on women and social problems, 
www. Iron.com.  

[46] Jewkes R, Levin J, Penn – Kekana L. Riskfactors of 
domestic violence : finding from a south African cross 
– sectional study, social science and Medicine, 
55(2002) 1603-1617. 

[47] Ardalan, A., Seidan, F., Zolfaghari, M., “escaping 
married women from home: evaluation of effective 
socio-mental factors ‘, quarterly of social welfare, 
year 6, No. 21, summer 2006, pp.185-205.  

[48] Sadat Asadi, L., “ controlling domestic violence, from 
law to ethics,” quarterly of social council of women, 
year 6, No. 23, spring 2004, pp. 220-247.  

[49] Mohamadian, F., “ youths and social problems”, Ilam 
culture, No. 5, 6, spring and summer 2001, pp. 94-
103.  

[50] Shmasi pour, v., Besharat, M., Sadeghian, S., “ 
relationship of sexual relation stress and depression 
symptoms in women suffering from hear disease and 
healthy women, journal of psychology and behavioral 
sciences, year 35, No. 2, 2005, pp.21-37.  

[51]  Fischbach, Ruth L, Herbert Barbara.Domestic 
Violence and mental health : Correlates and 
conundrums withen across cultures, social science & 
Medicine Volume 45,Issues 8,October 1997 p: 1161-
1176. 

[52] leung wc, Leung.T.W, Lam.Y.Y.J,Ho.P.C. The 
prevalence of domestic Violence against pregnant 
women in Chinese Community.international Journal 
of Gynecology & Obstetrics.66(1999) p:23-30. 

[53] Co ker Annh,Davis keith E, Arias Ileana,Desai 
sujata,Sander Maureen Brandt. Heather.M & Smith 
paige.H.Physical and Mental health, effects of 
intimate partner violence for men and women, 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine, volume 23, 
Issue 4, November 2002, P:260-268. 

[54] Richerd F, jores III and Deborah H.Haran.The 
American College of Obstetricians and gynecologists : 
responding to violence against women.International 
Journal of Gynecology & obstetrics, (Washington, 
DC, USA). Volume 78,Supplement 1, September 
2002, P:575-577. 

 
7/18/2013 
 


